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YECO: You�h Empowering Council

EFASOM: Educa�ion for All Somalia

GPE: Global Par�nership for Educa�ion

EOP: Educa�ion Ou�loud Projec�

EiE: Educa�ion in Emergencies

ABE: Accelera�ed Basic Educa�ion

IYD: In�erna�ional You�h Day

HAU: Horn of Africa Universi�y

EA Ins�i�u�e: Eas� African Ins�i�u�e for Peace and Governance

TVET: Technical� Voca�ional and Educa�ion Training

CSOs: Civil Socie�y Organiza�ions

Gov’�: Governmen�

FMS: Federal Member S�a�e

FGS: Federal Governmen� of Somalia

DEO: Dis�ric� Educa�ion Officer

REO: Regional Educa�ion Officer

YCA: You�h Connek� Africa

MoYS: Minis�ry of You�h and Spor�s

PO: Programme Officer

ETI: Equip Them Ini�ia�ive

UNPBF: Uni�ed Na�ions Peacebuilding Fund�

Abbrevia�ions and Acronyms



We are deligh�ed �o presen� our 2023 Annual Repor�� and i� is wi�h immense pride �ha�                         
we share a remarkable achievemen�s and progress we have made over �he pas� year. Our 
�eam has been �irelessly working �owards our mission of empowering� nur�uring and            
�ransforming young people and crea�ing a posi�ive impac� in our communi�ies. Through our 
various programs� ini�ia�ives and collabora�ion� we have successfully provided oppor�uni�ies 
for personal grow�h� leadership and developmen� and social change. 

One of �he highligh�s of �his year’s Annual Repor� is �he expansion of our men�orship program 
and our effor�s �owards advoca�ing girls’ educa�ion. We have wi�nessed �he �ransforma�ive 
power of men�orship and advocacy� as young individuals have gained valuable guidance� 
suppor� and inspira�ion from seasoned professionals in �heir respec�ive fields and as girls ge� 
access �o primary educa�ion. Our men�orship program has no� only equipped you�h wi�h     
necessary skills and knowledge� bu� also fos�ered meaningful connec�ions and ne�works� also 
our significan� accomplishmen� is �he successful co-implemen�a�ion of Educa�ion Ou�loud 
projec� and our �eam have ac�ively engaged wi�h local communi�ies� and s�akeholders as 
well and our collec�ive effor�s have made a �angible differen� in �he lives of many and have 
inspired posi�ive change.

Fur�hermore� we have been a� �he forefron� of advoca�ing for you�h empowermen� and         
amplifying you�h voices on a broader scale and we have ac�ively collabora�ed wi�h                  
governmen� en�i�ies� non-governmen�al organiza�ions and you�h organiza�ions �o influence 
policies and crea�e an enabling environmen� for young people �o �hrive and also our                  
advocacy campaigns have raised awareness on impor�an� socio-poli�ical issues and have 
sparked meaningful conversa�ions across various pla�forms.

None of �hese achievemen�s would have been possible wi�hou� �he dedica�ion and hard work
of our diverse �eam and I� on behalf of YECO would like �o express my deepes� gra�i�ude �o 
each and every one for �he unwavering commi�men� and en�husiasm and your con�ribu�ions 
have been ins�rumen�al in driving our organiza�ion’s success and impac�� also I would like �o 
ex�end my hear�fel� apprecia�ion �o our valued s�akeholders� par�ners and friends as �heir 
�rus�� guidance and generous con�ribu�ions have played a pivo�al role in our grow�h and 
accomplishmen�s.

As we reflec� on �he achievemen�s of �he pas� year� le� us also look ahead wi�h renewed            
de�ermina�ion and ambi�ion. Le�’s con�inue �o work �oge�her� harness �he power of you�h� 
innova�ion and collabora�ion �o drive posi�ive change. 
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Sincerely�
Farhia M Hassan�
Chair-Lady� Board of Direc�ors
You�h Empowering Council (YECO).

Message from
�he Chairperson:



You�h Empowering Council (YECO) is a you�h and women-led ini�ia�ive and non-profi�                  
organiza�ion founded in 201� wi�h �he aim of empowering� nur�uring and �ransforming you�h 
and women �o become �he leaders and �he agen�s of changes in �heir communi�ies and �o 
crea�e posi�ive change in �he socie�y. YECO was founded by young educa�ed people in 
response �o a growing recogni�ion �ha� you�h and women face a range of challenges �ha� can 
hinder �heir abili�y �o reach �heir full po�en�ial and con�ribu�e �o �he socie�y. These challenges 
include: limi�ed access �o inclusive educa�ion� employmen� oppor�uni�ies� poli�ical                   
par�icipa�ion� peace building and developmen�� as well as social economic inequali�y.

These core values are �he founda�ion or every�hing we do a� YECO� and �hey guide our dec 
sion-making� inform our rela�ionships wi�h s�akeholders� and shape our organiza�ional 
cul�ure. We believe �ha� by up-holding �hese core values� we can crea�e a more empowered� 
nur�ured and �ransformed young popula�ion� promo�e communi�y developmen�� and            
con�ribu�e �o a more jus� and equi�able socie�y for all.

These �hema�ic areas are in�erconnec�ed and reflec� YECO’s commi�men� �o you�h and 
women empowermen�� communi�y developmen�� social jus�ice� pro�ec�ion� con�ribu�ing     
economic grow�h and ending pover�y. A� YECO� our programs and ini�ia�ives are designed �o 
address �he challenges facing you�h and women in �hese areas and �o make a posi�ive 
impac�.

Abou� YECCO
Somalia
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Bac�ground:

Core Values:

Slogan:
Empowered. Nur�ured. Transformed

Inclusivi�y

Accoun�abili�y

Collabora�ion

Con�inuous Learning

Thema�ic Areas:

Women and You�h
Empowermen�

Inclusive and Democra�ic
Governance

Social jus�ice� Inclusion
and Pro�ec�ion

Ending Pover�y and
Economic Developmen�

Educa�ion and Technical�
Voca�ional and Educa�ion
Training – TEVT

Peacebuilding and
Conflic� Resolu�ion

Our mission is �o empower� nur�ure and �ransform you�h and women �o be selfrelian��
independen� and �he agen�s of changes in �heir communi�ies.

Mission:

Our vision is �o see empowered� nur�ured and �ransformed you�h and women who
ac�ively par�icipa�e in �he decisions �ha� affec� �heir fu�ure and everyday lives.

Vision:



The Equip Them Ini�ia�ive is an effor�           
spearheaded by YECO �o equip young         
gradua�es� women� and you�h wi�h �he          
necessary sof� skills required �o �hrive in �he 
labor marke� and secure employmen�             
oppor�uni�ies� �hereby influencing �he job 
marke�. To implemen� �his ini�ia�ive� YECO 
par�nered wi�h several na�ional                          
nongovernmen�al organiza�ions and                
educa�ional ins�i�u�ions� including Horn of 
Africa Universi�y (HAU)� Skillful In�erna�ional 
College� and ICOPE Somalia. Through �he 
collabora�ive effor�s of �hese par�ners� YECO 
provided �raining�empowermen�� and            
men�orship �o over 100+ you�h and women for

2023 Overall Programmes:
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2023 Year a� a Glance

Equip Them Ini�ia�ive (ETI Program)

Men�ored 320+ you�h and equipped wi�h �he
employabili�y skills

Advoca�ed �he righ�s of 5�0 girls
�o inclusive and quali�y educa�ion.

Trained �5 communi�y members �o advoca�e
girls educa�ion

Trained 20 primary school �eachers
�o suppor� girls in educa�ion

A��ended �wo in�erna�ional conference on peace�
clima�e change and you�h empowermen�

Joined Somali NGOs forces �o
advoca�e localiza�ion

Commemora�ed in�erna�ional you�h
day 2023

Engaged local au�hori�ies in our
projec� dis�ric�s

 firs� year� equipping �hem wi�h bo�h sof� and hard skills �ha� are essen�ial in �he labor marke�. In 
�he pas� year (2023)� 85 newly gradua�es benefi�ed from �his program and now naviga�ing in �he 
labor marke�.

The primary objec�ive of �his ini�ia�ive was �o reduce �he high ra�e of unemploymen� in Somalia� 
especially among young gradua�es and women. The beneficiaries of �he Equip Them Ini�ia�ive 
expressed �heir apprecia�ion �o YECO and i�s par�ners for �heir unwavering dedica�ion and     
commi�men� �owards empowering �he younger genera�ion and shaping �heir fu�ure �hrough 
men�orship and empowermen�.

The Equip Them Ini�ia�ive (ETI Program) has been �arge�ing �hree dis�ric�s� Cadaado and         
Gaalkacyo dis�ric�s in Galmudug S�a�e� and Hodan dis�ric� in Benadir Regional Adminis�ra�ion 
(BRA).
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Objec�ives:

Targe� Loca�ions:

Equipping young gradua�es wi�h �he soft
skills needed in �he labor marke�

Providing men�orship �o young people joining �he
labor marke� �o raise �heir awareness and guide.

Reducing �he high ra�e of unemploymen� in �he coun�ry by producing a young
gradua�es equipped wi�h �he righ� and needed skills in marke�
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Educa�ion Ou�loud Projec� PHASE II

Through    �his ini�ia�ive� YECO engaged wi�h �he educa�ion offices
of   Balanballe and Cadaado Dis�ric�s� �rained nearly 20    primary
school �eachers �o provide suppor� and encouragemen� �o you�h�
women�   and girls who are re�urning �o school. Addi�ionally� YECO
Somalia        advoca�ed    for �he righ�s of more    �han 5�0+ girls �o
access   inclusive   and quali�y educa�ion �hrough   policy change

and s�akeholder’s engagemen�.

The Educa�ion Ou�loud Projec�� which receives 
funding from �he Global Par�nership for                 
Educa�ion (GPE) and suppor� from OXFAM IBIS 
and �he Somalia Na�ional Educa�ion Consor�ium� 
Educa�ion for All Somalia (EFASOM)� aims �o 
promo�e inclusive and quali�y educa�ion for 
women� you�h� and girls �hrough s�akeholder 
engagemen� and policy change. In 2023� You�h 
Empowering Council (YECO) co-implemen�ed 
Phase II of �he Educa�ion Ou�loud Projec� in 
Galmudug S�a�e� Somalia� one of i�s opera�ional 
areas.

The number of direc� beneficiaries of �he ETI program during �he pas� �wo years 185 young        
gradua�es.

Direc� Beneficiaries

The Educa�ion Ou�loud Projec� is �arge�ing �he differen� Federal Member S�a�e in �he Coun�ry and 
YECO is implemen�ing componen�s �arge�ing Galmudug S�a�e of Somalia� par�icularly �he PHASE 
II of �he projec� is going on in Cadaado and Balanballe

Targe� Loca�ions:

Gender:

Objec�ives:

Advoca�ing righ�s of girls �o inclusive
primary educa�ion

Pushing governmen� and educa�ion s�akeholders
�o suppor� girls educa�ion

Suppor�ing girls educa�ion �hrough
�eacher-�raining ini�ia�ives
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39%
Female

61%
Male

39%
61%



The sum of �he direc� beneficiaries of �he projec� for �he pas� �wo years are 750+ girls where
�heir educa�ion righ�s were advoca�ed and �hey go� access �o quali�y educa�ion� �rained 20
primary school �eachers.

Direc� Beneficiaries

African You�h Conne�� 2023:

 The summi� began wi�h a �ree plan�ing exercise in Kasarani on �he 
firs� day� and also our �eam from YECO had �he privilege of 
a��ending you�h leadership workshops on-si�e.

A dynamic and dedica�ed �eam from You�h Empowering 
Council (YECO) par�icipa�ed in �he African You�h Connek� 
Summi� 2023 organized by �he Na�ional You�h Council 
Kenya. The summi� �ook place a� �he Kenya��a In�erna�ional 
Conven�ion Cen�re (KICC) and brough� �oge�her over 20�000 
young    people from across    Africa and       beyond.
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CONFERENCES
ATTENDED

Berlin Peace Dialogue (Vir�ual)

The Berlin Peace Dialogue 2023 was a significan� global even� 
aimed a� fos�ering dialogue� diplomacy and coopera�ion among 
na�ions �o address pressing in�erna�ional issues and promo�e 
peace and civilian pro�ec�ion. The conference was held in Berlin 
and we a��ended vir�ually as we are regis�ered �o a��end               
vir�ually. 

As a��endee of �he Berlin Peace Dialogue� we had �he oppor�uni�y 
lis�en represen�a�ives from Governmen�s� In�erna�ional                  
Organiza�ions� Civil Socie�y and o�her s�akeholders. The              
conference provided a pla�form for world leaders and exper�s �o 
address cri�ical global challenges� including conflic� resolu�ion� 
human righ�s� clima�e change and sus�ainable developmen�. 
Through �he conference� various panels� and plenary sessions 
were organized �o facili�a�e cons�ruc�ive dialogue and �he 
exchange of ideas. These sessions covered a wide range of 
�opics� allowing par�icipan�s �o delve in�o specific issues and 
propose innova�ive solu�ions and �he vir�ual forma� of �he          
conference enabled wider par�icipa�ion and inclusivi�y� ensuring 
�ha� voices from around �he world could be heard.

Gender:

91.5%
Female

8.5%
Male

91.5%

8.5%



UNPBF Projec� Conflic� Sensi�ive Wor�shop:

Boo� Launch: BOOJIN:

The In�erna�ional Rescue Commi��ee (RIC) Somalia is imple-
men�ing 1.5 million valued projec�� in �wo Federal Member 
S�a�e in Somalia� Benadir Regional Adminis�ra�ion (BRA) and 
Sou�h Wes� S�a�e� as a you�h organiza�ion� IRC Somalia’s 
Peacebuilding and Governance Manager invi�ed us �o a��end 
�he workshop� where we engaged �he differen� a��ended 
organiza�ions and con�ribu�ed insigh�ful ideas on how �o 
engage you�h in �he peacebuilding and conflic� resolu�ion 
projec�s and ini�ia�ives.

In Cadaado dis�ric�� we have hos�ed and organized �he Boojin 
book launch� a novel book au�hored by Sakariye Cismaan� 
Chief-In-Edi�or of Gorfayn. You�h leaders and organiza�ions� 
governmen� officials and communi�y members a��ended �he 
book launch and spoke abou� �he impor�ance of reading     
and wri�ing as well. The book Au�hor� Sakariye Cismaan 
apprecia�ed YECO for �he unwavering suppor� �o hos� �his 
book launch in Cadaado� Galmudug S�a�e of Somalia.

Commemora�ion of In�erna�ional You�h Day 2023:

One of our remarkable achievemen�s in �he pas�                        
year                  including �ha� we have organized a hybrid even� 
�o commemora�e in�erna�ional you�h day (2023) wi�h �he 
par�icipa�ion of you�h organiza�ions and leaders� policy 
exper�s and governmen� officials wi�h �he �heme: Green Skills 
for You�h: Towards a Sus�ainable World. Policy exper�s and 
seasoned professionals in you�h empowermen� presen�ed 
�heir insigh�s in equipping you�h wi�h green skills and            
s�ra�egies for prac�icing �he �heme. 

Local Au�hori�ies Engagemen�:
One of our s�ra�egic ways of reaching �he righ� people�            
ensuring �he impac� of our projec�s and �arge�ing �he righ� 
people is �o engage �he local au�hori�ies of �he areas we are 
�arge�ing. In �he pas� year� we have engaged differen� local 
au�hori�ies including Cadaado dis�ric� Adminis�ra�ion and 
Balanballe dis�ric� Adminis�ra�ion in Galmudug S�a�e of 
Somalia
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YECO

Our Par�ners
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Email: info@yecosomalia.so
Websi�e: www.yecosomalis.so
Address: Ma��a Al-Mu�arama� Mogadishu.


